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IMO’s Maritime Safety Committee 89th session 20 May 2011: 

 

LIFEBOAT RELEASE AND RETRIEVAL SYSTEMS - 

NEW IMO REGULATIONS 

 

Summary of new requirements 

MSC 89 adopted/approved :  

 

Resolut ion MSC. 317 (89) which introduces new requirements under SOLAS regulation  

II / 1.5 for li feboat release and  retrieval systems (RRS). The requirements apply to on -

load mechanisms installed on all ships (new  and existing cargo  and passenger ships ) . The 

entry into force date is January 1, 2013, and the requirements will take effect on July 1,  

2014.   

Resolut ion MSC. 320 (89) which revises the LSA Code (Chapter IV). The expected entry 

into force date is January 1,  2013 . The main purpose of the revision of chapter IV of  the 

Code is to prevent unexpe cted  accidents dur ing lifeboat  drills and/or inspections . 

 

• MSC.l/Circ.1392, Guidelines for  Evaluation and Replacement of  Lifeboat Release and 

Retrieval Systems . These  Guidelines are only applicable to existing RRS. They cover : 

design review; per formance test ; reporting the evaluation  results  for existing RRS; one -

time follow -up overhaul examination; and procedure for replacing non -compliant RRS.  

 

• MSC.l/Circ.1393, MSC circular on Early Application of new SOLAS regulat ion II I/ 1.5 . 

This circular clari fies  the  application to newbu ilds and encou rages the use of compliant 

on- load RRS at the earliest opportunity . 

 

• Resolution MSC.321 (89), Amendments to the revised recommendation on testing of 

life-saving app liances  (Resolution MSC.81 (70 ), as amended) , relevant to the revised LSA 

Code Chapter IV . 
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Impact for existing ships 

 

Ships must comp ly with the rev ised LSA Code se ctions 4 .4.7. 6.4 to 4 .4.7.6.6 not later 

than the f irst scheduled dry -docking  after July 1, 2014, but not later  than July 1, 2019.  

 

Impact for new construction ships 

 

The rev ised LSA Code (sect ion 4 .4.7.6) shall be applied to new (on - load) RRS. 

 

Early application of new SOLAS regulation III /1.5  circular MSC.1/C irc.1393 was appro ved 

by MSC 89 . MSC 89 agreed that  for ships constructed (having their keel  laid) on or after 

July 1, 20 14, on - load RRS are to comply with the re vised LSA Code . 

The circular encourages administrations to initiate, at the earliest opportunity, approval 

processes for new on - load RRS which comply with the revised LSA Code, to enable the 

fitting of these mechani sms before July 1, 2014 . 

 

FASSMER is able to give you following statement for time being :  

In May 2011 the new and revised regulations for on-load release gear were 

published by IMO- MSC 89. We have extensively checked the new regulation and 

would like to advise our customers as follows:  

In general the Fassmer Duplex- hooks in the latest Duplex- “E”- version from 

2010 are expected to comply with all applicable new regulations.  

 

However Fassmer, as any other hook manufacturer worldwide, has to re- apply 

for approval according to the new rules and to execute new-developed tests for all 

hook sizes - which might in some cases result in the need for some minor 

modifications. 
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The same can be said for EXISTING Fassmer- Duplex- hooks which have been 

installed since 1982: During the mandatory “One-time follow-up overhaul 

examination” by the manufacturer as requested by MSC.1/Circ.1392, we can offer 

to upgrade all hooks to the Duplex-“E”- Standard as for new hooks which is for 

most installations possible with few minor conversions only.” 

 

Fassmer already started with the testing and re-approval process as according to 

MSC 1392 the evaluation should be completed not later than 01.07.2013 for 

existing hooks. 

 

 

 

Best regards,  

Your Fassmer Service Team  


